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Mr. Johnson , Influence of Full Moon. 


liv. 3, 


Influence of the Full Moon on the Weather. 

By the Rev. S. J. Johnson, M.A. 


The theory that the Moon affects the weather has been long 
exploded, but the solitary observable effect of the Moon upon our 
atmosphere was believed by Sir J. Herschel to be exhibited in 
the disappearance of cloud under the full Moon, and this he 
attributed to the heat radiated from her surface. Humboldt 
speaks of this idea as well known to the pilots and seamen of 
Spanish America. M. Arago also spoke of more rain falling at 
the time of new Moon than at the time of full Moon. With a 
view of ascertaining whether clouds are more dispersed at the 
period of full Moon than previously, I have noticed the state 
of the sky at moonrise and at midnight on the day of full Moon 
for the past fifteen years, with the result that there is no founda¬ 
tion for the theory referred to. 

Column 1 indicates sky similar when full Moon rose and at midnight. 

2 = Clearer about midnight than at moonrise. 

3 = More overcast about midnight. 
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Melplash Vicarage , Bridporl. 
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Observations of Brooks' Comet (c 1&93), made at the Btoyal Observatory , Greenwich. 


Jan. 1894. Greenwich Observations of Comet c 1893. 
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